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RESTLESS FOR
NEW ADVENTURES?

NEW
AGGRESSOR®
DESTINATIONS
AWAIT
TO SATISFY
YOUR SOUL

Komodo Aggressor® Red Sea Aggressor V° Aggressor Signature Lodges® Bird Watching Excursions
May 1, 2025 March 2025 Chiang Mai, Thailand Nile River, Egypt
Komodo National Park, Zabargad and Rocky Islands, November 1. 2025 Northern Sri Lanka
Sumbawa, Alor Archipelago, or Elba Reef Northern Tha;iland

Banda Sea or Sulawesi

- Bahamas - Belize - Cayman Islands - Cocos Island, Costa Rica - Cuba - Dominican Republic - Galapagos - Indonesia - Maldives -
- Nile River, Egypt - Palau - Philippines - Raja Ampat - Red Sea, Egypt - Roatan, Honduras - Sri Lanka - Thailand - Turks & Caicos -

Aggressor liveaboards, signature lodges, river cruises and floating resorts are independently owned and operated.



AGGRESSORADVENTURE S

NEW FRONTIERS. NEW DESTINATIONS. NEW ADVENTURES.

Since 1984, Aggressor vacations have combined comfort, luxury and deluxe accommodations with breathtaking
adventures resulting in dream vacations you’ll never forget.

And in 2025, we’re upping the ante offering new destinations and even more amazing adventures.
The Komodo Aggressor is now diving Komodo National Park, Indonesia, as well as the surrounding region including
the Banda Sea, Alor Archipelago, and Sulawesi. The Thailand Aggressor liveaboard yacht offers incredible trips to both

the North Andaman Sea and the South Andaman Sea.
Coming soon in early 2025, Aggressor will launch the Red Sea
Aggressor V, a new liveaboard in the Southern Red
Sea, plus the Aggressor Signature Lodge
in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

-+ 706-993-255] - Info@aqqressor,com - WWIW.H Y8508 6010 mares
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ecommissioned in October 2024, Thailand

Aggressor has been completely refreshed,

from its diving equipment to cabin amenities. |

chose the Andaman Sea route, which covers
dive sites at the Similan Islands, Surin Island, and Richelieu
Rock. The experienced dive team’s laid-back approach allows
divers plenty of freedom to explore - something particularly
appreciated by underwater photographers.

Everything seemed perfect on this final morningin the
Similan Islands, capping off an already wonderful week-long
cruise on the Thailand Aggressor. The sea was smooth, super-
clear and the early morning sun, slightly muted behind a thin
layer of high clouds, would likely provide excellent sunburst
photographic opportunities.

We’d visited Christmas Point earlier in the cruise and | was
looking forward to again shooting the wildlife in and around
the massive granite boulders strewn around the dive site.
The smooth rocks are signature surface and underwater
topography features of the Similan Islands.

QUUERITNE, SLIE WER i1l SEUEUIOT O QUIT Nl CvE Z[E Aggressor ST 2024 F 10 BEHRNRS, MWEBKESIR
aboard the Thailand Aggressor as we approached the BT TR WEET DASENG, REKEES,
end of our cruise in the Andaman Sea, off the western FROHREGENE S, RRESHE KA EEZRNS,
coast of Thailand. IR A RN E BRRSE —— X — S USRIk TR M
S,
BIHE, —RKRR TR REETNTER. XERR ERREHSNRE—TPR, —IBENRR, EEAXELLRY
EREFARINENTASES, 1EREE Aggressor 31T N—EMEZRE TERT R BETE. KEEH, FREMMEX
BE— RIS B2, WEINSTEMHES, BYSRIRISENK TR,

BATR LR B3 Christmas Point, HKAREARFEEERIRETE
XEFEEARTREZEERENEFEY. XELBNEARITAK
Z B BARS AR K T TZAHIE




EZDIVE@I SPECIAL |

But things don’t always happen as we wish. Settling onto

the sandy floor at 20 metres between two massive granite
boulders, | attempted to test fire my camera to validate
aperture and shutter speed settings in preparation for shooting
the dive. As | attempted to fire off an image, the lack of a
camera response was puzzling and unsettling. Up until now, I’d
had no issues with my kit.

Quickly running a sequence of checks, the ‘err’ message

on the camera’s LCD was soberingly clear. | had left the
memory card out of the camera after downloading my last
series of images the night before! Something | would have
realised had | completed my gear check before climbing into
the dinghy. We’d already dived Christmas Point early in the
cruise but, nevertheless, this mistake, would still cost me...
Orso | thought.

Without the concentrated burden of searching for viable
subjects or scenes, my eyes and mind were suddenly opened
on that final dive. | could now truly see the spectacular
underwater vista that is classic Thailand: outstanding
visibility combined with an underwater landscape
dominated by granite walls and boulder-falls.

Indeed, I'd been shooting Similan’s granite based reefs
for the better part of a week. But, taking in the majesty of
this underwater vista before me without the distraction

of my manic search for viable photography targets, all
under the time constraints of depth and cylinder pressure,
was refreshing and enlightening. Metaphorically, without
the ‘burden’ of my camera kit, | had the subsurface
equivalency of ‘stopping to smell the roses.’

The Similan Islands and associated sea mounts, running up
the west coast of Thailand, are mainly composed of ‘intrusive
granitoids,’ rocks that formed between 150 and 250 million
years ago as a result of plate tectonics which allowed magma
to bubble up from deep within the earth’s core to form
protrusions and small mountains.

There are 11 ‘Ko,’ the Thai name for Island, in the Similan
archipelago, all of which are under Thailand’s protection as

a national park. Each Ko has a formal name, however, for the
sake of simplicity, they are more commonly known as islands
one through 12 locally. During our 7-day cruise we visited dive
sites along most of the islands along with dive sites at Ko Surin
and Richelieu Rock.
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We began our journey with an introductory dive at a shallow
site called Anita’s Reef between Islands 5 and 6, where
classic coral bommies rise up from a shallow sandy plain.
The morning light was perfect to capture colourful anthias
and damselfish streaming over stoney coral formations.

At Ko Bon (Island number 10) we got the best of both worlds.
Almostimmediately we encountered an enormous school of
batfish hovering in the current, mid-water, which captivated
half of our dive group. But I, on the other hand, was drawn to
shoot the massive shoals of golden and translucent sweepers.

On the afternoon of our fifth day, we left the Similan Islands
for the Surin Islands, an archipelago of 5 islands, closer to
the coast of Thailand but still within the Andaman Sea. My
dive buddy and | were blown away by massive tabling corals,
easily two and a half metres in diameter, complemented

by forests of branching stag horn corals, lettuce corals and
many other species of smaller plating corals.

The following morning we travelled before dawn to reach

one of 6 mooring buoys off fabled Richelieu Rock, a massive
underwater pinnacle barely reaching the surface between

the Similan Islands and the Surin Island group. As an isolated
pinnacle in the open ocean, The Rock is swept by unimpeded
currents, which support an astounding abundance of life. The
signature animals on The Rock include a myriad of pastel-
coloured carnation corals, giant sea fans and impossibly more
magnificent anemones than any other place on earth.

When the current is raging at Richelieu Rock, the side of the
rock receiving the brunt of the current, is where everything
happens. There, shoals of glass fish are under continuous
assault from schools of predator jackfish, long-nose emperor
fish, groupers and snappers. Richelieu is almost a theatre of
the absurd in its beyond-concentrated circus of wildlife.

The day boats are gone, and divers have been retrieved from
the few other liveaboards still moored on fixed buoys. We
selfishly have The Rock to ourselves in the waning light.

Magnificent anemones often fold up into the shape of an
onion at twilight. At Richelieu Rock, seeing this phenomenon
with hundreds, if not thousands of anemones, was a sight

to behold. It was an amazing event, leaving me shooting
continuously, until it was time to exit the water.

I had a lot of images to process after 4 dives at Richelieu, which
is why I might have forgotten to put my memory card back

in the camera immediately after completing the download.
Thus, | found myself at Christmas Point, completing my last
dive with the self-inflicted wound which would keep me from
shooting yet even more images.

But now, with my eyes and mind free to observe Thailand’s
Andaman Sea wonders, my mistake turned out to be a
blessing in disguise.

The fatigue from each day’s underwater exploration is

always soothed by the chef’s carefully prepared cuisine upon
returning to the boat. Authentic Thai dinners paired with
selected red and white wines, along with made-to-order
Western breakfasts, make the simple daily rhythm of ‘dive,
dine, rest’ especially satisfying. If | were to recommend a first
liveaboard diving experience, this journey would undoubtedly
be among the best choices.
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